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Walterry Insurance Brokers insures over 1,400 newspapers and 
shoppers and since 1978 has paid over $1,300,000 in royalties 

to the National Newspaper Association and  28 state or          
regional press associations. 

So, Join the Winners Circle!! 
Call or email Bill Coady TODAY  

800-638-8791  
bcoady@walterry.com 

No obligation,  
no high pressure.   

Our proposals speak  
for themselves 

Everybody Wins!!! 
You win with  

lower premiums  

and better  

coverage! 

We win with a new Friend and Customer 

Your  industry        
wins with premium  

royalty checks! 

Congratulations to the 2022 winners in the annual Better Newspaper  
Contest, recognizing the best of  the best in journalism across the country! 

In this space, we showcase the winners of  the Best Holiday Ad category to 
offer inspiration to newspaper staffs as we approach the holiday season and 
start planning 2023 calendars.  
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9380 West US Highway 20, Galena, IL 
815-777-1000     www.BlaumBros.com

TOURS, TASTINGS, GIFT SHOP
& SPECIALTY COCKTAIL BAR

TOURS, TASTINGS, GIFT SHOP

FIRST PLACE, Best Holiday Ad,  
Daily/Non-daily Division, circ. 5,000-9,999 
Jay Dickerson, The Galena (Illinois) Gazette 

SECOND PLACE, Best Holiday Ad, Daily/Non-daily Division, circ. 5,000-9,999 
Jason Plowman, Leelanau Enterprise, Lake Leelanau, Michigan

FIRST PLACE, Best Holiday Ad, Daily/Non-daily Division, circ. less than 5,000 
Amy Menerey, News Letter Journal, Newcastle, Wyoming

Better Newspaper Contest winners offer 
inspiration for selling holiday advertisements
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VIRGINIA, your little friends are wrong. They have been affected by the 

skepticism of a skeptical age. They do not believe except they see. They 

think that nothing can be which is not comprehensible by their little minds. 

All minds, Virginia, whether they be men’s or children’s, are little. In this 

great universe of ours man is a mere insect, an ant, in his intellect, as com-

pared with the boundless world about him, as measured by the intelligence 

capable of grasping the whole of truth and knowledge.

Yes, VIRGINIA, there is a Santa Claus. He exists as certainly as love and 

generosity and devotion exist, and you know that they abound and give to 

your life its highest beauty and joy. Alas! how dreary would be the world 

if there were no Santa Claus. It would be as dreary as if there were no 

VIRGINIAS. There would be no childlike faith then, no poetry, no romance 

to make tolerable this existence. We should have no enjoyment, except in 

sense and sight. The eternal light with which childhood fi lls the world would 

be extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as well not believe in fairies! You 

might get your papa to hire men to watch in all the chimneys on Christmas 

Eve to catch Santa Claus, but even if they did not see Santa Claus coming 

down, what would that prove? Nobody sees Santa Claus, but that is no sign 

that there is no Santa Claus. The most real things in the world are those that 

neither children nor men can see. Did you ever see fairies dancing on the 

lawn? Of course not, but that’s no proof that they are not there. Nobody 

can conceive or imagine all the wonders there are unseen and unseeable

in the world.

You may tear apart the baby’s rattle and see what makes the noise inside, 

but there is a veil covering the unseen world which not the strongest man, 

nor even the united strength of all the strongest men that ever lived, could 

tear apart. Only faith, fancy, poetry, love, romance, can push aside that 

curtain and view and picture the supernal beauty and glory beyond. Is it all 

real? Ah, VIRGINIA, in all this world there is nothing else real and abiding.

No Santa Claus! Thank God! he lives, and he lives forever. A thousand 

years from now, Virginia, nay, ten times ten thousand years from now, he 

will continue to make glad the heart of childhood.

Eight-year-old Virginia O’Hanlon wrote a letter 
to the editor of New York’s Sun, and the quick 
response was printed as an unsigned editorial 
Sept. 21, 1897. The work of veteran newsman 
Francis Pharcellus Church has since become 
history’s most reprinted newspaper editorial, 

appearing in part or whole in dozens of 
languages in books, movies, and other 
editorials, and on posters and stamps
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DEAR EDITOR:I am 8 years old. Some of 

my little friends say there 

is no Santa Claus.
Papa says, ‘If you see 

it in THE SUN it’s so.’
Please tell me the truth; 

is there a Santa Claus?VIRGINIA O’HANLON.

115 WEST NINETY-FIFTH ST.
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WORLD WAR I CENTENNIAL CELEBRATED AROUND GLOBE
by Tom Emery

 It was called the “Great War” and the “war to end all 
wars.”  Unfortunately for mankind, there were even greater, 
and more deadly, wars to come. 
This year marks the 100th anniversary of the most active 
year for the Americans in World War I, 1918, and will signal 
the end of the centennial celebrations worldwide that 
opened in 2014. Though overshadowed by the Second 
World War today, the effects of the first world conflict 
defined the remainder of the twentieth century. 
The war ostensibly began when Austrian Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand was assassinated in Sarajevo on June 28, 1914 
by a nineteen-year-old Serbian liberator named Gavrilo 
Princip. 
The killing sparked a firestorm of diplomatic tensions 
between most European powers.  Though Princip’s shot 
was the catalyst, the causes of the war were decades in 
coming. 
“It’s fair to say there was a growing amount of tension 
between European nations before the assassination,” said 
Mike Vietti, marketing and communications manager of 
the National World War I Museum in Kansas City. “Conflicts 
such as the Balkan wars increased tensions, and it kept 
building.” 
While Europe was embroiled in a devastating global 
conflict, the United States remained neutral, the reflection 
of President Woodrow Wilson’s belief that America had no 
place in a foreign war.  The slogan of “he kept us out of war” 
helped Wilson gain re-election by a slim margin in 1916.
However, diplomatic tensions heightened with the sinking 
of the Lusitania by a German U-boat in May 1915, costing 
128 American lives.  Subsequent, unrestricted German 
submarine warfare on Allied vessels and U.S. cargo ships is 
cited by many as an impetus for American entry. 
American support for war was further galvanized by an 
inflammatory telegram from German Foreign Minister 
Arthur Zimmerman to Mexico. Intercepted by British 
forces in January 1917, the telegram encouraged Mexico 
to declare war on the U.S. and persuade Japan to join the 
fight as well.   In return, the Germans promised subsidies 

and assistance in reclaiming territories lost in 
the Mexican-American War of 1846-48. 

The U.S. declared war on Germany 
on April 6, 1917.

The massive scale of World War I brought sweeping 
developments in military technology. Trench warfare was 
widespread, and led to the development of a new war tool 
-- the tank. 
“Tanks were created to combat trench warfare,” said 
Vietti. “The tank came as a result of World War I, without 
question. Also, radio communication, which was not a 
factor beforehand, came to the forefront. In many ways, 
the cell phones of today may be traced to the development 
of radio technology in World War I.”
Another new method of warfare was poison gas, which 
inflicted hideous suffering on victims. The use of airplanes, 
invented scarcely a decade before, also evolved quickly. 
“At the start of the war, airplanes were used mainly for 
scouting,” remarked Vietti. “By the end, their role in combat 
took new shape, and dogfights were common.”  
Aces such as Manfred von Richthofen, who was Germany’s 
infamous “Red Baron,” as well as American Eddie 
Rickenbacher and Midwest fliers Howard Knotts and Reed 
Landis, became celebrated figures. 
Casualties on both sides were staggering. Estimates 
of military dead range from 8.5 million to 10 million, 
including two million Germans, 1.8 million Russians, 1.4 
million French, and 900,000 British. Over 20 million troops 
were wounded. 
Some 65 million troops, including 4.35 million Americans, 
were mobilized. Some 50,000 U.S. troops were killed, with 
230,000 wounded. 
Civilian deaths were equally appalling, including two 
million each in Russia and Turkey. Germany suffered 
700,000 civilian losses, while Serbia lost 600,000 and 
Romania 500,000.
An armistice was signed on Nov. 11, 1918, now celebrated 
in America as Veterans’ Day.  However, scholars have 
pointed to many flaws in the various peace agreements, 
and believe the resulting political and economic upheaval 
paved the way for a second world war two decades later. 
“World War I was the signature event of the twentieth 
century,” said Vietti. “Many of the events that followed, 
including World War II, may be traced to the effects of the 

first world war.  The women’s suffrage movement 
took shape then, as women took the place 

of men in the work force during the war 
effort and were empowered because 

of it.
“Things we take for granted in 

our daily lives, like car radios, 
cell phones, also had their 
roots in World War I,” added 
Vietti. “Even something as 
simple as wristwatches, 
which were worn only by 
a few women before the 
war, came into popularity 
because they were used in 
service. The war affected 
humanity in countless 
ways, which we still 
experience today.” 

VETERANS DAY 2021

Tom Emery is a freelance writer and 
historical researcher from Carlinville, 

Ill. He may be reached at 217-710-8392 
or ilcivilwar@yahoo.com.

CABOOL
Near Hwy 60 at

107 South Hwy 181
(417) 962-4535

MTN. GROVE! 
Near the Square

402 East 1st Street 
(417) 926-3086 

www.chchomecenter.com

HomePride 
Bank

1112 North Jefferson Ava  
• 417-638-3211

CONGRATS, 
PLAYERS
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Bank banking for 

you, since 1892.

1112 North Jefferson Ava, MO • 417-638-3211
110 E. Commercial St. Mansfield, MO • 417-924-3211

298 W. Norwood St Norwood, MO • 417-746-4585

110 E. Commercial St.  
Mansfield • 417-924-3211

298 W. Norwood St Norwood 
• 417-746-4585

Thank You Veterans For 
Your Service!

CONGRATS, 
PLAYERS
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Bank banking for 

you, since 1892.

1112 North Jefferson Ava, MO • 417-638-3211
110 E. Commercial St. Mansfield, MO • 417-924-3211

298 W. Norwood St Norwood, MO • 417-746-4585

banking for you, 
since 1892.

Al Gonzales

For the last 14 years, Al 
Gonzales has lived in the 
Norwood and Hartville 
area with his wife, Patri-
cia (Sanders) Gonzalez.
Before coming to an area 

where his wife was from, 
as she was from Hartville, 
Gonzalez retired in 1982 
as a Chief Petty Offi-
cer (E7). He served from 

1962-1982.
“It was an honor to serve 

my country,” he said. “I’d 
do it again in a heartbeat 
if my health would allow 
it.” He received a Bronze 
Star for an incident that 
took place in the summer 
of 1970. He was under a 

helicopter hooking up a 
fuel bladder when two 
rockets were shot into 
the chopper that crashed. 
He then used a river boat 
while being under fire to 
rescue all 18 guys, includ-
ing the pilot and co-pilot. 
“I had to make three 

trips to the helicopter 
in the river and (they 
were) shooting at us from 
about 100 yards away,” 
he remembers. Another 
memorable moment was 
when he was the petty of-
ficer in charge of bringing 
the Apollo 8 capsule onto 

the ship after astronauts 
came back  to earth.  He 
also spent two years and 
nine months on the Coral 
Sea.
“I stepped foot on ev-

ery free country during 
my naval career and not 
too many people can 

say that,” said the Hart, 
Texas, native. After his 
service, the Hart, Texas 
native drove a truck and 
visited every state but 
Maine. These days he 
enjoys the view from his 
porch and spending time 
with his wife.

Gonzales reflects on 20 years serving in the U.S. Navy, lives now in Wright County
BY THE WCJ STAFF
EDITOR@WRIGHTCOUNTYJOURNAL.COM

SECOND PLACE, Best Holiday Ad, Daily/Non-daily Division, circ. less than 5,000 
Cecile Wehrman, Tioga (North Dakota) Tribune

Wednesday, December 15, 2021 Holiday Spotlight  Tioga Tribune -- Page 15

Page 1, The Journal, Crosby, ND Celebrating the Spirit Wednesday, December 21, 2011

www.JournalTrib.com
Call 701-664-2222

Give the gift that keeps on giving
all 52 weeks of the year!

Yo
ur

gift includes:

Pictures of your
kids’ school activities.
  Stories and pictures

of local sports and activities.
 Details of city

ordinances that impact you.
  News from the oil patch.

 Features about your
friends and neighbors.

All for just

$5300 per year

Check out our 
new APP!

JournalTrib

Local mail or Online

THIRD PLACE, Best Holiday Ad,  
Daily/Non-daily Division, circ. less than 5,000 

Ron Schott, Wright County Journal, Mountain Grove, Missouri

HONORABLE MENTION, Best Holiday Ad,  
Daily/Non-daily Division, circ. less than 5,000 

Hunter Dawkins, Gazebo Gazette, Pass Christian, Mississippi

�  Home For The Holidays 2021      5   �

TREAT GUESTS TO A  

BELOVED HOLIDAY STAPLE
 The holiday season is steeped 

in tradition. Many traditions are 

decades if not centuries old, while 

others do not have such lengthy 

histories. One younger tradition 

that many people cannot go without 

during the holiday season is centered 

around a wildly popular beverage 

made at an equally well-liked 

coffeehouse chain.

 The peppermint mocha was 

introduced to Starbucks® customers 

during the 2002 holiday season. The 

beverage became something of an 

instant classic and is now served at 

more than 30,000 stores across the 

globe. 

 Holiday hosts can bring the 

peppermint mocha into their own 

homes this holiday season thanks 

to Starbucks®. Though Starbucks® 

notes the following DIY recipe for 

the “Peppermint Mocha” isn’t the 

official recipe, it can help holiday 

hosts impress their guests and 

satisfy their cravings for this 

beloved beverage should families 

find themselves snowed in during 

their holiday gatherings this year.

D.I.Y. Peppermint Mocha
Makes one 12-ounce beverage / Preparation time: 10 minutes

1 fluid ounce coffee or 1 shot espresso, such as Starbucks  

 Christmas Blend or Starbucks Espresso Roast Coffee

1⁄2 cup milk (or dairy alternative)

2  tablespoons peppermint-flavored syrup

3  tablespoons mocha sauce

 Whipped Cream

 Dark chocolate or shaving

 

  On a stovetop, heat milk on medium setting. Whisk the milk to make foam about 

30 seconds. Set aside. (Or, use an electric milk frother at home if you have one.)

  Pour two tablespoons chocolate sauce and two tablespoons peppermint syrup 

into bottom of 12-ounce or larger coffee mug.

  Add one shot of brewed espresso. (Don’t have an espresso machine? Make 

concentrated coffee by using less water in an alternative brewing method.)

 Fill mug with steamed milk.

 Top with whipped cream and garnish with chocolate shavings.

1

2

3

4

5

If it could happen then, it could happen again

A world torn apart to join hands and hearts

To celebrate His birth, peace on this earth

If for one magic night, we could find again a reason not to fight

Maybe, there’s a chance, this time it might last

If it could happen then, it could happen again

Burch/Hyler/Robinson

Our hope is that you and your family experience peace, 

love, and immeasurable joy this holiday season. twobrothersplumbingcg@gmail.com

520.251.0076

SERVICE & REPAIR
PLUMBING

Two Brothers
Commercial•Industrial

Plumbing & Piping Contractors

520.316.9120

THIRD PLACE, Best Holiday Ad, Daily/Non-daily Division, circ. 5,000-9,999 
Staff, Casa Grande (Arizona) Dispatch 

HONORABLE MENTION, Best Holiday Ad,  
Daily/Non-daily Division, circ. 5,000-9,999 

Mindy Schaefer, The N`West Iowa REVIEW, Sheldon, Iowa
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
    Saturday, December 25
*MERRY CHRISTMAS 

TO ALL!!!

*War Memorial Park, 
MARKET IN THE PARK 
from 8am-1pm.  (228)452-
3315.

*Menge Avenue, FLEA 
MARKET from 8am-5pm.  
(228)452-0590.

*Harper McCaughan Town 
Green, LONG BEACH 
FARMERS MARKET from 
8am-12pm.  (228)234-8732.

*6160 Central Avenue, 
Bay St. Louis, KRAM-
PUS STYLE CREEPY 
CHRISTMAS BOAT 
CRUISE from 2-8pm.  
(228)363-9533.

*Mississippi Coast Mod-
el Railroad Museum, 35 
DAYS OF CHRISTMAS 

& TRAINS from 5-9pm.  
(228)284-5731.

   Sunday, December 26
*Menge Avenue, FLEA 

MARKET from 8am-5pm.  
(228)452-0590.

*Southern Promise-
land Farm, SOUTH-
ERN PROMISELAND 
CORN MAZE from 1-4pm.  
(228)255-4866.

  Monday, December 27
*� e Whiskey Bar, 

TRIVIA NIGHT at 6pm.  
(228)324-9430.

*Mississippi Coast Coli-
seum & Convention Cen-
ter, ICE SKATING from 
6-10pm.  (228)594-3700.

   Tuesday, December 28
*Randolph Center, 

BLOOD DRIVE from 
1-6pm.  (228)452-3310.

Wednesday, December 29
*Gulfport Dragway, 

KING OF THE HILL from 
6-10:30pm.  (228)863-4408.

*� e Whiskey Bar, BIN-
GO & KARAOKE at 
6:30pm.  (228)324-9430.

  � ursday, December 30
*119 North Beach Blvd. 

Bay St. Louis, CHRIST-
MAS GHOST WALK at 
8pm.  (228)363-9533.

    Friday, December 31
*Bay St. Louis Historic 

Train L&N Depot, AN-
NUAL SNOWFLAKES IN 
THE BAY at 5pm.  (228)467-
9048.

*Jones Park/Barksdale Pa-
vilion Gulfport, ANNUAL 
GULFPORT HARBOR 
LIGHTS WINTER FES-
TIVAL from 5:30-10:30pm.  
(228)868-5881.

 


